
In September, the two-days 
conference featuring civ-
il and military CAN applica-
tions took place in Ustron. It 
was the fourth event of its 
kind, which was participated 
by about 70 engineers from 
industry, universities, and 
institutes. The papers were 
focused on applications and 
intermediate results of proj-
ects. Bosch-Rexroth report-
ed about the TC2000 heavy-
duty caterpillar transporter 
by Fugo using several CAN 
networks. The vehicle uses 
the RC8/8 platform modules 
with CAN interfaces and 
a dedicated CAN/Profibus 
gateway. Another civil appli-
cation presented by Bosch-
Rexroth was a drilling unit 
using a CANopen connect-
ed remote control device 
from Hetronic. Another pa-
per dealt with moderniza-
tion of trams from Tatra and 
CAN-based control systems 
for locomotives. Besides 
these civil vehicle applica-
tions, one paper was con-
cerned with home automa-
tion: The speaker from Clan-
et described the Impres-
ja IQ CANopen-based pro-
totype system using a PLC 
by Eaton (formerly Moeller) 
and the interactive multi-
switch devices designed in 
Poland. The prototype sys-
tem has been developed on 
behalf of Ospel.

Many of the presenta-
tions referred military CAN 
applications. Obrum (one of 

the conference 
hosts) presented 
its JBR-15 plat-
form of service-
less radioloca-
tion unit-carriers 
for specialized 
electronic and 
antenna appara-
tus. It is destined 
for automatic un-
winding, leveling 
and winding the 
system of radio-
location anten-
nas. The vehicle 
uses multiple 
CANopen net-
works con-
trolled by PLCs 

and Digsy modules from 
Intercontrol. The company 
has also developed its own 
user interfaces based on 
CANopen.

Several institutes and 
universities gave more re-
search-oriented papers: 
For example about the 
CANopen-based IBIS pyro-
technical and combat robot. 
It has been designed espe-
cially for operations in diffi-
cult and diverse terrain (in-
cluding sand, snow, rocks). 
WB Electronics presented 
CAN gateways to its Fonet 
system to be used in fire di-
recting systems in tanks.

All papers and pre-
sentations are available on 
CD. The conference was 
accompanied by a table-
top exhibition. In addition, 
Diga (distributor of Intercon-
trol) conducted a CANopen 
workshop, in which the par-
ticipants configured a net-
work consisting of several 
devices (e.g. I/O modules 
by Intercontrol, pressure 
sensors by Trafag, and 
length measurement units 
by Baumer). The configura-
tion of the CANopen devic-
es was done with the PC-
based software tool from 
Diga. The 5th CAN confer-
ence in Poland will take 
place in 2012 organized by 
CiA, Obrum, and PIAP (In-
dustrial Research Institute 
for Automation and Mea-
surements).
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